WHO lauds India’s anti-polio drive

Kounteya Sinha | Tnn

New Delhi: India’s success
in controlling polio — not re-
porting a single case of the
crippling: disease in 12
months —hasbeen lauded by
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).

Calling it “India’s great-
est public health achieve-
ment”, the WHO said the
number of polio-endemic
countries — those which
have never stopped indige-
nous wild polio virus trans-
mission — could soon be re-
duced to a historical low of
three: Afghanistan, Nigeria
and Pakistan.

“India was once recog-

of polio. If all pending labora-
tory investigations return
negative, in the coming
weeks, India will officially be
deemed to have stopped in-
digenous transmission of
wild polio virus. India’s suc-
cess is arguably its greatest
public health achievement
and has provided a global op-
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portunity to push for the end
of polio,” said WHO director-
general Margaret Chan.

She said the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative is in
full emergency mode. “Stop-
ping polio in India required
creativity, perseverance and
professionalism. The lessons
from India must now be
adopted and implemented

through emergency actions
to finish polio everywhere,”
Chan added.

TOI on Friday had report-
ed how countrieslike Angola,
Lebanon, Tajikistan, Bangla-
desh and Namibia are fight-
ing polio with most of them
having imported the virus
from India multiple times in
the past decade. The WHO
said, “The polio virus can
travel easily to polio-free ar-
eas.” Director of the US Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention Dr Thomas Frie-
den said India must continue
to protect its children
through supplementary im-
munization activities. India
saw a 94% decline in polio
cases in 2010. It recorded only
42 polio cases.



